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BOOK REVIEWS 

Theologie und Physik,  HE IM O DOLCH, V e r l a g  H e r d e r ,  F r e i b u r g  i. B r . ,  1951 ,  v i i i  a n d  

I i O  p a g e s .  

I t  is difficult to regard  th i s  app roach  to a reconci l ia t ion be tween  t he  phi losophies  of religion 
and  science a n y  more  f avou rab l y  t h a n  t h a t  m a d e  300 yea r s  ago b y  DESCARTES. The  l a t t e r ' s  a t t e m p t  
to r each  a theod icy  t h r o u g h  g e o m e t r y  and  science failed because  it  was  in fac t  an  a t t e m p t  to read  
a pre-conceived t h e o r y  of God in to  science. DESCARTES could m a k e  no progress  w i t h  his  cosmology  
excep t  b y  b r ing ing  in God to underwr i te ,  exp la in  a n d  ju s t i fy  eve ry  impasse  in to  wh ich  h is  regime 
of un ive rsa l  d o u b t  l anded  h im.  T he  God he  so in t roduced  was  in fac t  t he  God of his  ea r ly  religious 
fa i th  and  as  t he  in t roduc t ion  h a d  to be m a d e  before t he  excogi ta to r  could pa s s  beyond  his  own 
"cogito, ergo sum", it  was  smal l  wonde r  t h a t  t h e  a d v e n t u r e  became  mere ly  a scientific r a t iona l i sa t ion  
of es tab l i shed  theology.  T he  cr i t ic ism m i g h t  be appl ied  mutatis mutandis to t he  book u n d e r  review. 

The  wri ter  of th i s  a t t e m p t s  to d raw u p o n  "De r  W a n d e l  in der  S t r u k t u r a u f f a s s u n g  n a t u r w i s s e n -  
schaf t l icher  E r k e n n t n i s s e  u n d  seine theologische  B e d e u t u n g " ,  as  a basis  to show revealed religion, 
no t  mere ly  as of equal  s t a t u s  wi th  scientific knowledge  because  of i ts  supposed  g r o u n d i n g  in empi r ica l  
a n d  observable  fact,  b u t  even  more  so as h a v i n g  t r a n s c e n d e n t  significance because  of i ts  f u n d a m e n t a l  
charac te r i s t i c  of " w a i t i n g "  and  " h e a r i n g "  as  t h e  m e a n s  of " r ece iv ing"  f rom an  ac t ive  s u p e r n a t u r a l  
source.  

No re l ig ious ly-minded m a n  will disagree w i t h  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  n a t u r e  and  va l i d i t y  of  h i s tor ica l  
and  p re sen t ly  ac t ive  R e v e l a t i o n - - m a n y  will, however ,  disagree s t r enuous ly  w i th  a n y  a t t e m p t  to 
find i ts  m a i n  cr i ter ia  outs ide  t he  inner  sp i r i tua l  life and  rely r a the r  (in super-scient if ic  fashion)  on 
phys ica l  and  observable  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of t he  " m i r a c u l o u s "  (das W u n d e r ) .  Th i s  is to t h row  t h e  
ph i lo sophy  of religion back  in to  t he  a r m s  of St. T h o m a s  Aqu inas ,  no d o u b t  in ten t iona l ly ,  and  a t  
t h e  s a m e  t ime  nul l i fy  t h r ee  centur ies  of in te l lec tual  wres t l ing  to j u s t i fy  religious exper ience  in i ts  
own  significance,  w i t h o u t  copying  t he  m e t h o d s  of scientific knowledge  wh ich  obv ious ly  p u r s u e  the i r  
own  t echn ique  and  inc identa l ly  can  on ly  be  appl ied  v ia  specu la t ive  h y p o t h e s e s  f r a m e d  in t e r m s  of 
pu re ly  m e n t a l  cons t ruc t s .  

I t  m a y  be  t h a t  t h e  mola r  world of classic phys i c s  a n d  t he  microscopic  world of a t omic  phys i c s  
offer a paral lel  of " a  world wi th in  a wor ld"  which  will help us  to conceive of t he  phys ica l  un ive r se  
as ex is t ing  wi th in  a t r a n s c e n d e n t  sp i r i tua l  world of a comple te ly  "other" k i n d - - b u t  t h e  ana logy  
is real ly no more  t h a n  an  aid t h r o u g h  p ic tu re - th ink ing .  I t  is no jus t i f icat ion for t h e  re - in t roduc t ion  
of t h e  T h o m i s t  "P r inz i p  v o n d e r  doppe l t en  W a h t h e i t " ,  as gua ran t ee ing  t h a t  t he  worlds  of Reve la t ion  
a n d  Science are oppos i te  sides of a c o m m o n  universe .  T h i s  m a y  well be t rue  b u t  t h e  convic t ion  m u s t  
s t e m  u l t i m a t e l y  f rom fa i th  in R e a s o n - - t h a t  sp i r i tua l  reason  which  enables  m a n ,  w i th  St. Pau l ,  to 
in t e rp re t  sp i r i tua l  t h ings  in sp i r i tua l  t e rms .  T he re  is no need for, and  no va l id i ty  in, an  a t t e m p t  to 
look to " t h e  mi racu lous" ,  or w h a t  are  descr ibed as " k o n k r e t e  L e b e n s t a t s a c h e n  in b e k a n n t e n  makro -  
phys ika l i s chen  R a u m " ,  as a m e a n s  of g round i ng  religion, like science, in obse rva t ion  of empir ica l  fac t .  

The  desire is unde r s t andab le ,  b u t  u n s o u n d  in principle,  wh ich  a rgues  " E s  ist  eine je n a c h  der  
E r k e n n t n i s q u e l l e - - n a t f i r l i c h e  V e r n u n f t  oder  O f f e n b a r u n g - - i n  ges tu f t e r  E n t s p r e c h u n g  auI  einen 
S i n n - K e r n  h in  versch iedene  Aussage  v o m  demse tben  rea len  Objek t  n ich t  u n m 6 g l i c h " .  The  Car tes ian  
cha rac t e r  of t he  app roach  is shown  b y  t he  conclus ion:  " E s  schien  dabei  wicht ig,  die W u n d e r f r a g e  
genaue r  zu un t e r suchen ,  well die W u n d e r  n a c h  der  Lehre  der  Ki rche  in ausgeze ichne te r  Wei se  solche 
koppe lnden  T a t s a c h e n  s ind" .  

Sir HENRY SELF (London) 
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DIM. 1 9 . 2 o .  

I1 y a p lus  de  dix  ans  q u ' a  p a r u  la deux i~me 6dit ion du  t ra i t6  b ien  connu  de TH. BERSIN. Depuis ,  
l ' enzymologie  a fal t  des  progr6s consid6rables;  en  p u b l i a n t  ce t te  t rois i6me 6dit ion de son  " K u r z e s  
L e h r b u c h  der  Enzymolog ie" ,  l ' a u t e u r  a cherch6 ~ y in t rodui re  u n  choix  de ce qui, dans  la m a s s e  
des  n o u v e a u x  fai ts  d6crits  d a n s  la l i t t6rature ,  p r6sen ta i t  u n  degr6 de cer t i tude  et  u n  int6rSt suf l i sants .  


